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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT ¢ Bradley / rticle on EDC

1. Believe this is very good. Have read it ve

ry carefully and
Sée no reason why you shouldn't sponsor it.

2. Suggest following clearance procedure:

| |to get it cleared through State by
Merchant and Nolting by Monday p.m.

|to get Mr. Kyes to clear it through
Defense by Monday p.m.

[ Ito look at it to see if it needs ARG
clearance and if so get that by Monday p.m.

3. If any of above raise items they wish to discuss with 25X1
the authors, it be arranged for Tuesday a.m. with | |
and Colonel Clifton of National War College,

L. The Saturday Evening Post must have this by Wednesday,
10 March at noon.
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Lyman-B. Kirkpatrick
Inspector General 25X1A
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FROM : | |O/NE
25X1A

Bradley article on EDC

—— Bl bt y!m 25X
1. We have previously been shootinlPér 2 May publication e Satevepost,

but in view of the strong effort now being made to secure French EDC ratification
16 April, the Bradley article must be out before this date if we are avoid the
risk of being too late. We believe the Post will be willing to publi in
the 7 April issue (which would give meximum impact), but only if the article is
fully cleared and given to them by the morning of 10 March.

2. Colonel Clifton, the author, believes that if this extremely short
deadline is to be mat, CIA must handle the clearance process.

3+ We believe that clearance will be required from State, Defense, and AEC,
(om the atomic references), If the deadline is to be met the fastest possible clearsnce
will be required, culminating if necessary in a meeting Tuesday at which we and the
sbove agencies cofild discuss agy TrequiFed changes,
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I8 RUSSIA WINBIRG THT BATTLE FOR EUROFE?
By General of the Army Omar ¥, Bredley
, Formar Chaivmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

Lste one raimy afternoon in Septenber of 1952, Gene:al Ridgwey and I
were staniing beside a small, grey-stucco Garman farmhouse just west of the
River Rhine, DBofore us, the terrain Slﬁ}.‘;&d pently downward to a large potato .
patoh with woods nm. The roar of airplsne engines and the sbarpmports of
opening parachutes £illed the skies. Vivid splashes of color spresd ascross the
gombor landscape as the red, white, orange and blus !chutes lowered their
burdense-nearly one thousand ereck Frensh parstroopers, their field pleces,
ammnition, food, medioal suprlies, even trucks lashed to wooden platforms which
struck the mddy earth of the potato peteh with an echeing thumdereslapd

- The airborne Frenchmen quickly orpeniged thsir equirment and took covoer
in the Qoodlnnd. ‘ﬁm U, S. Alr Foree planss which had dropped them disappearad
in the dlstance. Soon the noise diod down until onge again the only sound we
could hear was the quiet drizzle of the rain on the tile roof of the farmhouse.
Thon a reriment of U, 8. Army gpround forces eharged*'wﬁo ths scens, Small-arns
fire eracklod, the field pims roared, demolition charges geysered Gorman
farmland into the aire-shile wmpires rushed zbout to deeide how the 'batile® was
going., For this wus an impoprtant exersise in tha first large-soale military
maneuvers to be held by the nations of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation,
The problem in this particular action wvas to wipe out a Phine-crossing bridge-
7 1 { aemehamasnene o TR

hed before weztbound "Soviet® troops could: Wlt&t;dgt mﬂ %hﬁa be aet t-o conplete
a theoroticsl aonqueat of Germanyww-with mes nm.

In & vindow of the farmhouss, an old (peymen wearing & battered bladk
£alt hat rropped his elbows on the sill and stolidly surveyed the ruin of his
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beard reflectively, and sumned up hig fmpression of this foreign tyoep
rehearsal for the *libaration” of Mé farm,

"Aghi® he exclaimed, "It is a cresy world, Everyone is defending the
?atheﬂmd extept her own sons,”

Unhappily, the German farmer': romark is Just as valid todsy as it was when
he made it more than eighteen mouths ape. In fact, three and one holf yoars have
elapsed since the defense ministers of HATO agreed it m ‘iaposaibla to defend
western Burope against the Russians without an effeotive Germsn military contribution
to the west's rearmament program, The Germans are ready and willing, and enough
Us S, squiyment for the first six Cerman divisions is sweilable right now. But
quibbling and delay--primarily of French origine-.iwmve now &mxght this situation
to the point that the Soviet Union is dangerously elose to winning & major
strategic vietory vithout firing a shet, |

When I relimmim the chairmanship of the U, 8. Joint Chiefs of Staff
last August, I did not amticipate that the rrogram for the defense of wostern
Turope would be in a state of such orisis in thds spring of 1954 that the
United States would be foroed, simply as & matter of militery realism, to think
of cortaln dreadful altermatives to the ordsrly tuildup of vestern strength on
the Europsan continent as previously agreed upon in the dseliberations of NATO,.

I shall explorve thess alternatives later in tids artisle, First, however, I
should like to make a report on the axisting situatione-a report I fesl
obligated to make at this timo beoause the erisis is agute, boosuse my past
experience with NATO is an intimate one which in some respects is unique, and
because my present militeyy status permits mo a degree od" public eandor not
always availcble to one while still in high position,
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Wostern Europe is not just & pdeos of real estats which could be treded
for tim-not, in any World Wr III, INs resources, grester in most Tempests
thsn those of the entire cammmist dlos, constitute ﬂa balance of power between
ﬁu Soviet and the eivilized worlds, the potentisl diffevence bam froedon and

? m}.amnt. For example, the United States ot pmm has nearly m the steel

production of all the Soviet notions, But the steel mills of a mmod
westarn Burope plus those the commnists already :m»,mm turn this great
advantage into a defieit amounting to more than one-fourth of existing Amoriem
stesl production. Estimates by w other yardstickeerew materials, population,
industrial pu,-odmtion,_ soonemic strengthe-come to the same aonclusza_ﬁ: That
western Europs, free, tips the scales in our mwr; that western Ewrope, coriqmbd,
weights the balance in favor of commmism, The defemse of vestern Europe is
tharefore of as wuoh gonseyn to the United States as the defense of New York,
Detroit, or the British Isles. If western Furope should, by its contimuing
wveaknegs, tempt ﬂwlrmm‘liln aggressors unendurably and fall into Soviet hands,
the fubure of the United States would not be pleasamt to sontemplate—not
to montion the even more immediate future of the western Buropean populations.

Having served with many of the illustrious Fremsh gemerals, having held
the field lsadership of the American srmies in the liberetion of Frence in World
War II, I have a deep and abiding respect for the Frensh and for their lesdership
in Burope. But having witnessed the devastating effects of the atamic boumd,
and hsving seen the wﬁm plotures of our hydrogen boud tests, I feel that
another liberation of Burope, in the atomio-hydrozen boub ere, would be &
styategie impossibility, |

Tagtiocal atomic weapons—-bombs, missiles, camnon-oould on the other
hand be of major importance in the defense, as opposed to the liberation, of
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western Europe, The Undted States has led the world in this field, It eowld
do more in this respect toward strensthening our European alliss, imeluding Frence,
and I shall elaborate on this thought presently. But tactical atomioc weapons
are of 'm rosl value without sufficient ground étreng‘&h to foreo an invading aray
to mass itself into & suitable target. Tha achlevement of that suffioient sround
strength in western Burope will be realizod only whsn the German contribution,
so long rz.elaye{by Prenoh intrensigence, | becones aveilabile,
The Tirst objective of the United States, in this age of atomis and hydrogen
bombs, iz the prevention of wer, We do not care whether the Soviets believe
this or not, but we do want cur allles to know it. Two prinelipal dcterrents to
wer have been crested simee the rrostrution of Burops in the last wer: (1)
The North Atlantic alliance, and (2) the U, S, Strategie Alr Command with its
nuclear weapons and the ability to deliver them em masse. Ome without the othm'
is not enouch. m ﬂ«,w a
g e o
The Sovist Unlon mipght have neutmliaed our Strategic Alr Gomnnd by (5o
agreeing in the United Nations to complete ab mis ﬁiaammm?-g;;n the L gt e
Rusrians had fow A-bombs and we had many, But the Soviet lesders gould not figure

1}

their way cround the respected ground and air capabllity of NATO, So they hed
to stop the progress of the NATO build-up, started so faithfully among the western
allies in 1949, and now slowed to & pumsled gait in 19%4. They struck, logleally,
at the heart of the matter--the Germen contribution.
The Sovicts have rsessured the Germans. They have tempted the French,
They have propagandized the Italians, At tho recent foreign miniaters'
conference in Berlin, they hsld cut the hope of setiling the Inde.China war at
the Geneva conference seha,dul@ﬂ 0 begin April 26e-cnce the Korecan guestion

wi i The
was out of the way—and achieved thelr]cbvious objostive of £ giring the Frouoh

a reason for further ¥ on agmaingtoam L A K4S,
Approved ForW€lease 2003/03/28 : CIA-RDP80R0173 00400490002 7




Approved I‘Release 2003/03/28 : CIA-RDP80R0‘1 R000400490002-7
&B8-Bradley

The aimple sdlitary fact of the matter ds thet o strong, defensidle vestern
Purepe noeds both ‘ranse and Cermany, The sale interest of the United States
is & Tranco-Gerrsn rapprochanent in their mutunl interest and in owr own.
Aftor all, beoauge of an aceident of georrsphy, France oam gount on German forces
to defend Franee while defending herssif. I find it hard to ses who would benefit
more from o reasonable degroe of German defensive strength than Franse itself,
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The Wﬁﬂg\m is one of emotion rather than logle. To state
1t baldly, some Frenmghmeu scem to fear the Cermans rore than thiy foar the
nmg.,;,,‘ 1 seeall vividly Low a netting of NATO defense Mm. lald |
in Weshingtom in HoveaBosto 1950, was thrown into an uproar verging on the
nysterical when we pot down to the havd question of how we were to achieve an
admittedly essentisl contribution of twelve Cerman divisions to Europe's defenses.

The United Ststes yropose. that a resrmed West Germany be admitted to full
partnership in BATO, Jules Mook, then the French minister of dofense, exploded
in protest. Mue, Mosh, present as his adviser, supported him vehemently. The
surgestion wvas utterly @ﬂmﬂable. M. and Mne, Moch, French patriots of the
highest order, had both been in German smeentretion camps dwring World Var II.
They loat their only son in that wer. They imev of Nasi raeisl persecutions st
first hand., Their own bitter menories of Germauns im uniform are shared, in varying
degreog,by millions of their oountyymen in a nati'n thrice invaded by Gorm
within a period of seventy years,

Can an Asorican understand the dspth of such emotions? I think I can, for
I recall how I once learned that the War between the States.-the Anmerican coivil
ware-wag not really over, Upon first belng ordered to Fort Bemning, Georgia,
in 192§, I found that the one smell army marching through Georgla under
Sherman in 1864 had left a desp and lasting hurd, still felt so meny decades
afterwerd., When I contrast this with three German congquests and occupations
- of Frange, I believe I can readily appreolate French fealinge,

But understandsble as it was, the effect of M. Mooh's emotional uphoaval
was auch that addiﬁ@ moeetings had to be held in London and Brussels the
following month to plek up the pleves of tho shsttered somferenge, It wms
at the Brusssls session that the atmosphere on the German questdon chanped
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from one of deapair to one of hope. Forthtm edvancad the eongept of a
Buropsan Nafense Comgmndty--an organisation ri&in HATO, compom‘_qrf Fronee, Germany,
Belgiuri, The Netherlands, Luxembourg and Italy, which would rais; an intermationsl
army made up of teoops from these six ¥ nations whieh, logleally, must furnish

the bulk of tho manpower for dofending wostorn Turope in m svent, Control

of this intornational aymy and the licemeing of its srms proiustien would not

rest in any single natiem, but in an international commissarist or defense
department vhich in turn would fIt in its defanse rlans with: those of Supreme
Headquarters Allied Powers in Europs, the top continental command post of

NATO, The FDC would also have its own tactioal air force and, after a period of
transition, & common defemse budget to whiech the six nations would contribute.

Let mo emphagize the point thot the Buropean Defense Commmnity, or TDC, is
not an Amerdcan idea; it is a French proposal, designed primarily to meke Germn
roarmanent asceptadble because it would be e:ntrolled, Let me also note that the
need for a German gontribution to “uroposn defense is not just an American
notlon, but the resuld of 8 ATO.wide spreement, It lmight bo added as an ironical
footnote that the oomiata are partially responsible for the ©DC they are now
trying to kill, for they startod the Korean war, which in turn caused a sense of
dangor and urgonoy in Burope ecntributing to the declsion that Germany nust be
rearmed.,

Franee's NATO allles gladly accepted the ireneh EDC proposal, in Desozber
of 1950. Germany, too,’ was harry to go along with FDC as an zltarnative to the
original idea of a full NATC meubership for the Bonn government,(inssmmoh as the
latter mizht have been interpreted «t that time as an imrlied recornition by the
froe world of a permanent division of Garmrga But 1t was not until May of 1942
that the 77C treaty was sirmed subjeet to ratification the jparlisnents of the
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six pations. Now, tw0 more years latey, ouly the Netherlands and West German
~ / pm*lig;;uh bave ratifisd the trealy, the Wana have partially deu 80, but
", | Luxerbourg, m:ly and ‘rance have rot, Iw:mbmn'g indj Italy appesy k be

; S N
© walting for frense., Why has Frange not acted?

Fart of the ansuew may be found in the protractod debate between Dogecber
of 1950 and May of 1752 over the form in which German troops would be orpanized

than battalions. This was rejocted 33 militarily unworkable. Them, ot a meeting
of NAT) military cuthiorities in C:unsda in Septexber of 1951, eame z Fransh proposal
that D0 divialons be made up of thrse regimental combat tesms-—for ewmuple,

one Fﬂnch, one Garman and one Belgian,

During a rsecess of the mesting 2t which this proposal wmp mede, I romarked,
"Gontlamsn, now that we are ofi ths record, I have a suggestion., Fach of you
comranded a division or more in the last war. 8¢ would emeh of you who would be
willing to lsud a divielon in battle with regimonts of theee different pational-
ities kindly ralse his hand?®

Mo one, ineluding the Prench general present, vaissd his hand, This ineldent
dlsposed of the proposal, for it illustrated, dramatioally, what all of us knew
in our hearts as men of militery experiengo—that an internationsl army, if 1t
18 to bo efficlent, must be broken by nationslities into units no amaller than a
division, Differences of lamguage, temporament, progedure, habit and training
would otherwise produse only wild diserder. E‘he fact that the French had tc be
worked up sradually, sterdting with battalions, until they were willing to face
the prospaet of German divisions, is a reflection of the Frensh national fears
which are no less time-consuming for the fact that their root cmuses are caglly
ldentified, /

P
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It u not that tbo Ffrench are laaking in politlcal londers of eowrege and
detmtion. For mmpla, at the HATO mctdng in Lisbon, in Februmry of 1952,
prospects for an TD3 treaty seemed dismal. The izsue was whethor France eould
gommit horself to raising twelve and one-third divisions so her forees in EDC
would, among other considersiions, b slightly larger itian the proposed mew Germen
army. The problem was finsneial. Robert A, Lovett, then the U, 8, Searetary of
Defense, axpalined that he had already squeeszed out the last dollar of Anmorican
funds aveileble for military aid to France. To meet the gosl, France would
have to increase her militery budget.-and, it appeared, it would be political
gsuiside to increass the Frensh military budget by oné wars frong,

Thare the matter wested when I uas summoned rather mysteriously to a dinner
that evening which my aide, hls Franch opposite number and an Amesricen radio
gcorrespondent had arrenped, eaxplaining only that they wvanted me to cancel any
othar engacement I might have. I discovered that the other pusst was none other
than the Fremier of France, then Tdgsy Feure. I think he was ag surprised as I.
It wms a pleasant social oacazion, and 4t was also the first opportunity ), Faure
had had to sit down with a military men, in an s&tmytphore of private conversation
vather than the tension of a formsl intornational omference, to disouss the
nilitary neoessities of the situation,

As the avening congluded, M, Faure sighad and said, "Very well, I shall
announse tamorrow morming that we shall raise the twelve and one third divisions
and that we shall inerease our military budget to mest the costs. But I must tell
you thst my covernment will fall within thirty days.*

Noxt morning, the Premier was ssgood as his word, and as a result the
signing of the EDC treaty took plece in Paris three months later. By then,
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as M, Faure had prodicted, his sovernment had fallen--it lasted thirty-two dsys
instoad of thirty. The interesting point is that while M. Frure meds }t.ba‘ M
personal sacrifice of iaiing e step he knew would turn him out of office, the “
Fpench honored the comsitment he made and continmus to honor it today, even while
delayin; treaty retification, This incident illustrates the ; olitionl vrealitioes
vhich any French povernment fnces in dealing with the mad queation of German
rearmament, I might add that the fact I have dwelt at sone length upon &
peraonal experienge with M, Feure does not by any means indicate that I an
1nsensib1k’e of the high coursge and fortitude of Premier Lanisl and Forelgn
Hiniater Georges Bidnuit in the diffioult roles they must pressntly play with
respsct to EDC,

Yot I on or:nvincadv fron my numerous assoclations with prominent Frenchmen
and Aszorican observers that a largs majority of Fronehmen sre not opposed to
German rearmament poy 8. Perheps ssventy percent of ‘hb Fraenoh people would almost
gertainly accept some form of 1t, and I kmow that the high military authorities
of Franse are convinged of the need for a German contelbution, What, them, are
the inhibitions on Fronsh faﬁimmtion of the FIC treaty?

Many Prenchmen oppose TDC boosuse they fear 1t would meen subordination of
Franee within a larger Buropean commumnity in which Franse's historic indentity
would be loat. This is the prineipsl nationalistic argument against me, 1
cen readily understand the fears of my Frenoh militaﬁ eolleagues that TIO
might moan the progressive dlsappearsnge of the Frenmch army, the French navy,
the French air foroe, zis these entitics have existed in the post, But all
nations rmet accept some limitations on their sovereignty in meeting & comuon

nead, pirticularly when thet need eould be a netler of national life or deuth,
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The United States, i‘or exs rle, 1is no lonm & frew aosnty it must keep its
polisies in accord with those of *hirw WATO glliﬁﬁ, and its minhry strategy,
insofar as Burops is mm, 1s subject notﬂ o 1 to ths direstion of the U, 8,
Joint Chiefs of Staff, but to the HATO Standing Group, and, under 1t, SHAFE,
I feel that the United States shouvld and will go even farther im this direction
by, among other things, adopting the Belgian infantry rifle which has been
accepted as standerd by our westorn Buropean allics,

Another French fear af"é’DO is that it might become & wehiele for Gerran
Jominati-n of western Furore, ineluding France. This contemtion is difficult
to understand, for it is precisely what the FDC, beyond all other suggested
methods of German rearmanent, is desisned to avold, The plain feet is that
Cerman rearmanent is emming, one way or anothsr, and it would seem to ne to be
far safer, from the French viswpoint, to hove th:t rearmament under control of
D¢ deeisions on whish the French would have a veto. A glrong and reviving Cermeny
will inevitably play an influential role in Furopean affeirs. Indeed, it is
French recognition of this fact which eremtes Frongh fears, But tils develop-
mont oannot be met by avoiding the issus of rearmament or raising the[spurious)
ery{ as cne Prench staw did reaa@ntly] that D0 is f'u Preneh mareh to
American rusie,®

Might not a reoarmed Germany drag Frange into a new war hy attaciking the
Soviet Unicm? This is a risk under any form of OCerman resrmament, The
greatar rigk 1s a Soviet attack on a disarmed Germany, The polint is that the
sacurity of free Burope 1s indivisible and the best way to lsy the ghost of
German asgression is to deprive Germany of an independent military estmblishment
throuzh TDC, in my opinion. |

Thz regent Berlin conference should have ade it painfully clear, to any

vho mey ngt have miroglly beoy TR e ES P BRSNS S5g, pt vomtardly
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give up control over Test Germany under sny circumstances. Mr. Molotov has
angwered, far better than I could, the theory alsc heard in Frange that
ratification of FDC might provent a German settlement, For he has msde it
perfectly evident that the Soviets will rotreat from Germeny only when they

ayre corvineed they must, snd I cannot see how & strong Turopean Dafsnse w
would do anything but advanee the date of thét happy event, distant sz it may ‘now
seem,

France has othsr important concorns in this mettor, includdng 2 desire
amounting almost to a passion to obtsin g favorable settlement of her dispute
with Cormany over the Saar Basin 28 a pre-conditizn to ratificstion of t{he
EDC treaty. Uppsrmost at the moment, however, is the lssue of whether
ratification would impeir the possibility of securing & settlement of the
conflict in Indo-China, A

Hore we soe the blackmelling nature of commmnist powor politios at its
most maked. ke no mistake about ite-the Sovist Unim understands the
importance of the Furopean Dofense Commmity, and the best evidence is her
ef forte to defeat it, kﬁnaia has mede a show of sasing West 4englons,
offered trade to owr NATO allies, dansled & non-sggresaiond and mutual assistance
pact with the USSR before the French, all with the purpese of undermining TDC,
And £in2lly, we have the ¢lear implication fyom the communists that if the
French want to end the wer in Indo-Uhina, they had better let TDC die on the vine,

No Ameriean eould £zil to sympathize with the Frensh desire to reliave herself
of the burden of the eight-year-old Indo-China war, leagt of all an Amorican
military men wvho for the last throe years of his aotive duty lived dally with
the casualty 1ists from Koroa. The Unitod Statos, too, has & substantisl stake
in the Indo-Chinese conflict. Dut the whole history of international experience
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with the commmist bloec hag proven, tima and time and time apgaln, that only those
nacotiations undertaken from a positicn of wostorm strength have any prospoet of
success for the west., As always, the commnists at Geneve will be playing upon
allied cisunity and here apain, it seems to me, & funciloning EDC represents

8 strength of a2 nature the communists undersiand and respect, while a still.
pending or threstened XDC represents a Soviot weapon,

that rore can the United States do to ald the canse of EDC, to prevent the
cheap but rravely sipnificsnt vietory that intornational commmmnism would win by
dafeult should DO fail? This nation bas powred six billions of dollars in
Marshall Plan and military aid into France, has pumped hundreds of millions more
In military aid for the wer in Indo-China thrvough the economy of continental
France, hag supported five divisi ns of her own in Turops for years, bullt up
air strength on the eontinent-l hardly need labor the point. With specific
raference to EDC, we have accapted virtually every Froveh demand fop
modifications, stipulations, protoeols, and a rcaments desi:med to counter Frsnsch
faars that o roamred Germany micht prove to be a Mrankemstein's monster which
would turn on its creators,

Perhaps therc 1s still more that we can do. One posaibility is tint the
United States will urge an oxtension to fifty years of the presont twenty-year
HATO paot, which commits ue to mutual deferee ascistance with thirtoen other
nstions, Recently thers have been indicrtions from London of a British intent
to make additional conecessions as further incentive to Frange--perhaps ineluding
commitment of British troops to the European army.

The cuccess of EDC ie a matter of such overriding importance that whatever

is needad to insure that sugcess must be done., I have long advocated thet our
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Atomio Energy Act be liberelized so we omn po further in sharing imowledge of
nuclear weapons with our allies, and Fresident Eisenhower recently urged
Congresa tc take this step. Informmtion on what the bomb is, how to ;zse 1¢,
how to get the best results from it, is necessary so our a2llies aan incorporate
the bomb in their militsry plans. Onge our alliss have the bemefit of zll the
atomle inform-tion thelr rround commanders and their air commendors need, the
next loglcal step would be to meke tactical atomio weapons available to our allies
or at loast to pledge thelr instant availability in the event of var, Franos,
for exarple, has & superb new Jot fighter-bomber known ns the lMystere which is
already squipred for handling tacticel A-bombs,
But how can we expeet the Congress to take even the first step, of making
more atomic informetion available, so long as France oontinues to react,
Cﬁlogically] against hor own brein-child, the EDC? The Congressional attdtude
 on EDC was made evident in adoption of the Richards emendment to the Mitual
Security Act of 1953. Th:la anendment, now American law, provided that fifty
percent of U, 8, military ald authorised for NiTO showld be withheld wntil TG
is in effect. The preactlical effect of the amendnent 1s that all American military
a&id to the six EDC nations will stop next Jameary tmim (=) Congress repeals the
amendmant (which is most unlikely) or (b) FDO is retified, The deadline would be
even earlier if it were not for the fact that we still have 2 baaklog of militaxy
asslstance funds appropriated bofore the Richsrds anendment beoame effective,
Thus the oventual avallabllity of tactical atomio weapons for use by our
allies and the continued flow of U, S, military assistange both hinge on the
ratifieation of EDC, Frence need have no fear that the United States or the
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Tdted Xingdom will withdrew their forcess from Burope so long as there is hope
of holdin; the continent. The real threat of & U, 8=l K, withdrewal would
ariss only from & conviction that the continent could not be defended. Tius it
seenms to me, in the light of my experience with NiTO whieh began fron the
moment of NATOs birth, that French ratification of the EDC treaty and & start
on German rearmsment ¢re vrecisely the steps most nesded at this moment to revive
NATO aeonfidence and to convinee the United States and Great Britaln tiat RATO
cen achiove an adequate defense. If the French are worried aboul an American
frotreat to isolationism,” they have the opportunity to administer the best
pssible antidote.

But, am a soldier, I cen gee only thres unfortunate alternatives which
would/open to the United States if ZDC should fail,

Wo oould go back to our original proposal thet Germany
be made a member of NiTO, France would undoubtedly veto this
B‘bﬂp.

We could rearnm Vestern Cermany by ourselves, or with
the help of Great Britain if London wished to go slong with

this proposition, but with or without British belp, we could
do it,

Or we eould make the "agonising sal" of owr
military position which could only, in all military logle,
lend to withdrowel of U, S, troops from the Buropean continant
to Grext Mmm’ tha AW@B, Smin, Horthern mﬂ.m. Grosce
and Turkey--in other words shift to a poliey of peripheral
defenns of Burope, 4

One has only to look squaraly ot these alternatives and their potemtial
reporoussions to mdﬁM why I feel s0 strongly the failure of EDC would hand
the Soviat Union & major strategic vietory in Furops without pulling a single
trigper, Yot if an adequate western European defense camnot be achieved, for
lack of Gaerman troops, whet con we do except te conclder the alternatives?
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